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' DECLARATION 


” _ CROSSE PETITION: 


WHEREIN 


Some ſecret letts of the intended Reformation are 
diſcovered. ; 

The danger of Diviſion prevented. And 

The Unitie of this Iland in Religion urged. 4 
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GENERALL ASSEMBLY:- 
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EDINBURGH, 
Printed by Evan Tyler , Printer to the Kings 
moſt excellent Majeſtic, 1643. 
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uf” C17 fince the bees Far] Ly own 
| wr fate. , bus very notable..agd never to'bs 

| pls forgorren experience , may abundantly 
e ceach us, that the motions refolutions 

-avours of the Godly the advancernent 

of the Kingdowe of the Son of G Ng eſtabliſh- 
ing, or. propagating . the Reformation Religiong 
mult mect. with a world.of oppoſition and lorry 
which might make rheir hears to faint, and their hands £0 
fail, if upon.the ſame grounds. and gocuinients, they Were 
not. e3ught to acquinthemſelves,, Fe ding | « ditie es 
red of them by the necellitie of cheis callings,, and forthe 
BREA to depend upon the unſcarchable wiledome ard 
invincible: power of .G © I, which ate Nade þ perfe in 
the ſinaplicxie and weaknefloof his ſervants: r WIcatif the 
Lord of hoſts will per orme it. | 

There hath ever.beca.in the Kirk of Chriſt andſhatl be 
ro the ead, ageneration which maketh more accompt of 
the-World,then.of the Faith of Ghriſt,dorh conceive that 
differences, about Religion, are. but. rhe . conteritions of 
Kirk-men., thar therefore there is n0 neceflirie of the Re- 
formation of Religion., . aad that to know nothing of this 
kinde., is the ſack Faith ,.and ſeeketh-in their ſervice to 
Kings and Rogoeclly: £0 ſugererogate at their hands, . 


opondrhedelermogses avant and aboyethe exptefſed 


defires and com Princes er. that the r6- 
_ ofcheir {mgular zeal. may be the greater, and there- 
ore.have TY neat es doe NR the mot yin 
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| a the Kacinics of the rs + is leaſt of all think char 
"doe. G () D ſervice; 
We 'whoare mtroſted*forthetime , tobe the.Com- 
oner. ofthe late Generall afſembly-, firting at Edin- kh 
rgh for the a9 of the” Kick colnthintdeo our care, 
and diligence , ſpecially tor es of our own Re- 
according , andPeace. againſt all forrs of, Enemies , and 
Wee + algo the, ofthis Kirk for Uniriein;Reli- 
Fr. | je aitic of Government with the -KirFof | 
nin which was no new motion of ours , ' but #pro-' 
Klog tmade. by the Commiſſoners of the Treaty, 
Which mg mceed, from the fork ah s$ Majeſtie and Parlia- 
| , fuck an” Aniwet as hath” been the 
y Cor Declarations and Piib- + 
- yr Sigh ſince ; and © a renewed. fupplication atthis 
timeto.the Kin ngs Majeſtic, andof a Declaration'tothe 
'P: ent of Bn nglan d for the fame effe. [While we 
are thus exerciſe ; Weure' deſired by ſorne” NobFmen, 
Baronsand. Burgeſſes ,occaffonally*net ar Edinburgh , to 
b- ſend ſome wrt Gur humbe r to joyne with them in a Periti- 
on, repreſenti fo cn hr Honourable the -Eords and 
L er. Common Parliament forthe conſervation 
of peace, theirh e-rhioughrs and/ fears thir'rhe'pring- 
ing of His NNE, ae prnr the' date, December 5; by 
| Warrand and. -Cotfimand: of the Tighr Honourable the 
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Lords of His Majeſties. Privie Councell , -and the*nor j 
prgeng. Fhe Declaration of borh- Houſes: of Parlia- 
/ | nk | the p! ined Letter'was ant Anſwer; 


Foe BEE y the” ome of England , as at/ap- | 
Ei wi ofthe whole' matter , and all the particulars 

[rs did expreſle and thereb y ro animate and pro- 
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rhe matter of our! preſent deliberations ,”-did willing- 
ly fatisfie the defire of the Petitioners , and there- 
ore from our tender and dutifull reſpe& ro His Majeſties 
. | - — Honour, forpreventing and removiug of all occafion of 
jealoufies and ſuſpitions berwixtthe two! Kingdomes,for 
preſervation both of our own peace at home,and our com- 
| mon peace with England,and for promoving the ſo much 
defired Unitie of Religion , a meane of af other moſt 


( conforme to the order obferyed in ſuch caſes fince the 
beginning of our lare Reformation ) humbly ſapplicate, 
thatthe meaning of the publication of His Majellies Ler- 
ter might be cleared , and thatthe Declaration of both 
Houſes 'of Parliament to their ' Bretheren of Scotland 
might be printed and publiſhed, &c.” * 
But behold ! after a few dayes a contrary Petition is 
| reſented to the Lords of His Majeſties Privie Councell, 
| by ſome- private Noblemen , Barons and Gentlemen, 
_ which coming to our hands , we found after d ue exami- 
| nationto be nothing 'elfe but a ſecret plot.and ſubtle un- 
. der-mining of all the preſent deſignes of this Kirk and 
Kingdome , for Unitie of Religion , and of all the work 
of God in this Land : 'Andtherefore we made-uponiat the 
obſervations and animadverfions following. | 
; That private! Perſons knowing. .that rhe Commiſ- 
ſioners ofthe Generall Aſſembly were fitting atthis time 
about ſuch matters as they meddle within their Pertiti- 
on, and that we hag joyned_in preſenting a Petition to 
the Commiſſioners: for conſerving of Peace, much abour 
the ſame particulars, whereot they could nor ore 
| by reaſon of the A of the late Aſſembly,they did nor ſo 
much as acquaint us with hoy intentionsz. that we cifer 
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We. finding' that - the Petition did: doenloges: ok 8 
in the ehd and' meanes" With our Commiſſion , and + 


conducing to the conſervation of both , did withthem . 
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; :n theſe 
wel bay povicting thee thay ere ckde 
themſelves and their intentions, not only to the Lords of 
Councell , burto the Kings Majeſtic , to the Kingdome 
of England , and to all the world , which is nothing 
We bur under the colour of a Pexition to mk 
Declaration , contrary to.'the proceedings, nat 

of $he Generall Aſſembly and thetr -Commuſſtoners F 
but alſoto the deſires and diligence ot the Commiſo- 
ners of the Treaty of the-honourable Lords of Councelh, 
andof the Conſervators of Peace ,. who have-ail concur» 
red., and do-ſtilconcurre in their joynt deſires of Unitie 
of Religion in His Mayeſties Domintons-, reſolving to 
preſſe this Ulnitieto the uttermqſt of their endeavours as 
anecefiiry preſervative of our own Reformation and 
| Peace, which withouric cannot long ſubſfait ; andmuch 
that clauſe of our Covenant when ana 

that we thall not caſt os beings hee thar-may 
ſtay. or hinder any. fuch reſolution. , as by common:con» 
ſent ſal e foundro conduc for good ends... * 
the Petitioners. proftefle with us. thar 
Union of this 1n:Rehgion and Kirk» 


they deſire t 


Government , yet their Petition: dothtooplainlyiand + 


bly tend ro the contrary.as.1s apparent by this three- 


conkoemzing.: 1. For remedic of thediviftions and 
gland: , the Petition deſtreth. only the 
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Biſhops, who have been the molt reftleſſe Ricklarsia this 
bufinefſe , and rhe prime authors of all theſe tragedies 
ſince rhe beginning , and thereby would take us off our 
right and ſtraight coarſe of prefling uniformitic in Kirk 
government in the Treaty , m our Declarations , and 
inthe Generall aſſembly : The Apologiſts far the Periti- 
on woutd have reduced the Prelares either to Papiſts , or 
ro Sectaries ; bur the Authors of the Petition intended 
berrer ſervice , by ſendingrhe Petition to England, with- 
our OY upon the Lordly Prelacie ,or touchzng the 
Prelates at all z- which fron ſtrangers is an high provocar 
tion againſt the Kingdome and Parliament of England, 
and no ſmall prejudice againſt the proceedings of this 
Kirk and Kingdome for Reformation. 2. This Petition 
doth ermmaary' dow foule aſperſions upon theſe who are 
moſt zealons forthe Reformation in England , and doth 
very much ſymbolize with the language of the Popiſh 
and Prelaticall party m England ; calling the Parliamear, 
and all char ſeek after Retormarion , Brownefts , _ 
tifts , Authors of twmnltuary conventions \, 8&c. 3 It hi 


eth at our zeal and forwardneſte in the matrer of the Re- 


formation of theKirk of Engtand:which may appear thus 
The Petitioners declare , That fince the duty of charity doth 
oblige all Chriſtians to pray and profaſſe their defires , 
that all athers were of the ſame Religion with 

ſetves , &c. Therefore they repreſent their wiſhes for uni- 
tie of Religion and Kirk government, asan expreſſion ang 
reſtimony of their affetron to the good of their brethren 
he Sor Le ers, __ That they deſire this our 
ro erured wi eſnming or | nz to preſeri 
ry: gh rates of Reformation fo their Fred rt gw _ 
gain they repeat , that by their wiſhes and deſires they intend 
no wayes to paſſe their bounds , in preſcribing or ſetting downe 


rules and Iiymirs to His Majeſtic and Houſes of Parliament 
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© And why dothey ſo plenrifully purge, aad carefully clear 


were not to keave ſome af} c22e upon this Kirk and State, 
as if we were paſling our bounds , by preſuming ro pre- 
ſcribe rules and limits to His Majeſtic and Houſes of Par- 
lament 2 For further evidence whereof ,- it is to be re- 
membred , that in the firſt part of their Petition the 
plainly profeſle , that they are clearing themſelves and 
their intentions , leſt they ſhould be thought to be inyol- 
ved with us inthe ſame defies, judgements , and opini- 
ons '-'So that all which they ſay by way of clearing. of 
themſelves and their intentions, ariſeth from this ground, 
that they will not be thought involved with us in our de- 
fires;judgements , and opinions , and ſo.condemne us in 
theſe particulars,in which chiefly they juſtifiethemſelves: 
neither can we kriit together their words ', orinterpret, 
their apologie to another _— Now wharis thiselſe 
but to overturne the very foundation of all our endea- 
yours for this work of Reformation, which was the Arti- 
cle of the Treaty for union in Religion,and uniformity in 
Kirk government 2 Not as a matter nakedly deſired and 
wiſhed for ; butas-a principall demand , andneceflary 
mean- , without which neither truth nor peace could be 
ſecured unto:us. The-importance and neceflity whereof 
-hath heen ſincethat time ſo. deeply laid to heart by this 
Kirk and Kingdome , that as the.Generall Aſſembly, and 
we forour part repreſenting the' ſame , ſo the Lords of 
Councell, and the Commiſſioners of Parliament for con- 
"fervationiof the-peace,concurring with us, have been,and 
- are moſt ferious and ſolicirous.in the importunate and ear- 
neſt preſſing of this union in Religion and Kirk govern- 
ment. , reſolving to uſe our uttermoſt endegyours in the 
> * proſecuting. and (eftetuating of ſuch a bleſled 'and 
WA ag "ves neceſſary 


theiv wiſedowe and authoritie, in the why of proſecution hereof © \ 


b-: | | 


thetnſelves'concerning this particular ,, if their intention; 
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neceſſary work, as being dearer to us then alt dur Lives 
and'Fortunes - neither did the Generall Aſſembly ſpare, 


£0 repreſent their humble advice concerning the way of | 


proſecuting that work to the houſes of Parhament , an 
£0 others ſecking after Reformation in England, | 
Fheir Petition doth tend to a dangerous. diviſion 
in this Kirk and Kingdome for as it doth refle&upon 
us for our joyning in the Petition concerning. His Maje- 
ſties printed Letter preſented tq the Commiſſioners -of 
Parliament, for conlervation of the Peace,upon a pretext 
(as it ſaith ) of the not fitting of the Privie Councell ac 
that time , ſo it inſinuateth, that we did preſume to queſti- 
on or ſeek of the Lords of Councell an account of their 
Actions; both which are foule and groundleſl aſperſions: 
gue declareth, that the Petitioners. doe fo far di{like ous 
etition , that they conceive they were wanting in their 
dutieand allegeance to the _ Majeſty , if by their {t+ 
lence they ſhould ſuffer themſelves to beinvolyed with ys 
in che like deſires , judgements and opinions; thus plainly 
projeting a diviſion and ſeparation , aſwell from .us , as 
rom other Noblemen , Gentlemen, Burgeſſes and Mint- 
ſters, here occaſionally met, with whom we joyned inthe 
foreſaid Petition. And not content to with-draw them- 
ſelves from being involved with us., the Petition doth 
alſo inſinuate, that in their opinion: we are involved inthe 
breach of dutic and allegeance to the Kings Majeſtie; and 
not we only , but the Commiſſioners for.conſerving rhe 
Peace, who did hearken and aſſent to our Petition, and did 
ſeriouſly recommend tothe Lords of His Majeſties Privie 
Councell, that part ofthe Petition which did concerne 
their Lordſhips clearing of their meaning in the. publica- 
tion of His Majeſties Letter,by their cauſing print.the De- 
Claration of the Parliament of England. The Lords of 
Counacell are likewiſe involved inthe ſame breach ofal- 
B legeance, 
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bs egeance , by reaſon of their grant of our deſire in cauſing 

4 print the Declaration of both Houſes of Parliament, upon 

the warrant of anotherLetter from His Majeſty,and there- 

. with declaring , that their Lordſhips publication of any 

bf Paper, doth not import their: approbation of the contents 

ml thereof. | 

* IV. The Petition above-mentioned doth import no ſinall 
prejudiceto the happy Union and late Treaty of Peace be- 
twixt the Kingdomes,infinuating to the Lords of his Ma- 
jeſties Privie Councell, that their Lordſhips in anſwering 
our Petition-concerning the clearing of their meaning in 
the publication of His Majeſties Letter , might dono a& 
which may give His Majeſty occaſion to repent him of 
that truſt tor..aid and aſſiſtance , which He was pleaſed to 
declare in his Letter December 5. that he repoſeth in us 
His SubjeRs of this His ancient and native Kingdome; 
whereby the Petitioners do intimate their defires,that the 
Lords of Councell might not declare that for which we © 
did ſupplicate , but to declare by their nor printing the 
Declaration of the Parliament, that their Lordſhips pub- 
lication of His Majeſties Letrer did import their approba- 

*tion of the contents thereof , and ſo acknowledge their 
willingneſſero take Arms againſt the Parliament of Eng- 
land,upon the grounds contained in that Letter,when His 
Majeſty ſhall requirechem ſo to doe. And for their own 
part they declare,that they think themſelves obliged ix c- 
very cauſe which may concerne His cMajcſties honour to con © 
curre with their friends and followers in quict manney, or in 
CArms, as they ſhall be required of his Aajcitie, his Coun- P 
eell,or any bavinz his authoritie, Which if underſtood and 
applyed aright,no loyall Subje& can deny, bur it is meant 
and expreſſed in their Perition,as in oppoſition to our Pe- 
tition; So in contemplation of the Differences berwixr 
His Majeſty, and the Parliament of England, unto which 

their 
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their words relate, - For they, profeſle to repreſent ſuch 
iculars as they are confident will much conduce to the 
removing of all the miſtakes betwixt His Majeſty,and the 
Parliament: of which particulars,that is the firſt, That ac- _ 
cording to His Majeſties truſt expreſſed in His Letter De- 
cember 5. the Subjects ofthis Kingdome declare them- 
ſelves willing and ready to take Armes in every cauſe 
which may concerne His Majeſties honour , being requi- 
red by His Majeſty,or any having His Authoritie. Andis 
not this to make void the Treaty , ratified by the publick 
Faith of this Kingdome , and A of Parliament , dif- 
charging all taking up of Armes againſt the Kingdome 
or Subjects of England, upon any pretence whatſbe- 
ver ,, without conſent of Parliament , declaring the 
breach of Peace , and that after three moneths warning? 
Which treaty the Eſtates of Parliament did ſwear to + 4 
ſerve inviolably, inthe ſame very oath in which they did 
{wearallegeance to the Kings Majeſtie;thereby declaring, 
that the obſervation of the concluſions of the treaty may 
well conſiſt with our duty and allegeance to our Sove- 
raigne , whereas the Petition doth indirectly put ſome 
aſperſion of Lxſmajeſtie upon the Parliament for confir- . 
ming and {wearing to obſerve the Articles of the Treatie, 
which in the opinion of the Petitioners are inconſiſtent 
with our oath of allegeance. If they ſay that their Peti- 
tion did only infinuate that we may not take armes to aſ- 
{iſt the Parltament againſtthe King , they -put upon. ita 
ſenſe whichit cannotþbeare, both becauſe they knew that 
the ſupplication of the Noblemen , Barons, and others 
aſſiſted by us, did not dire&ly nor indireQly containe a- 
ny ſuch ching. And becauſe His Majeſties truſt expreſſed 
in that Letter ( which they defire His Majeſtie may not 
have occaſion from us to repent) is not only a negative 
truſt, that we will not take armes againſt him, but a poſi- 
B 2 * ive 
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4h | bo Sug ine? Herein ready to zAift 
» And 
of the 'Generalt "Aſſembly which they mention as con- 
- ating our obligarion'to our Soveraigne,and rhat inrefe- 
rencetothe preſerit diftruions in Engtand , is pofitive, 
and nor negative. = | oy 
©  Laftly, the Petitioners fortheir own private-endsgoe 
very much wreft and miſ-apply onr Narionall Covenant 
about which the whole Nation and ll the Members of 
> Noa of 'Scotland'haveas'grear rexſon;as by the mind 


of mari cat be conceived,tobe moftrenderand cautelons; 
wi ue every oneamonelt ns, according 'to hisplace 
and ling, is obligedto vindicate from every violation; 
and Miificly, from ſiniſter gloſſes , and falfe interprerati- 
ons, which may be the'fotttitaine 'and cauſe (the .Covye- 
nanr being one Pprifcipall rute'of our ations and under» 
takihzs) of tary ſcruples,tranſprefſions, and diſturban- 
&. Weackhowledge before God , and profefſe before 
the World, thatby our'Covenant we arebound to rhe ut- 
moſt of our;power , with our meanes and lives,ro ſtand 
to the defteiice of or Yread Soveraignethe Kings Maje- 
* ie, his Perſon and Authoritie, inthe defence and preſer- 
'Fation of thetriieRligion, Lawes and Liberties of this 
*Kitk'and ws, ages ; likewiſe inevery cauſe which :may 
concetne his Majeſties honour , according to the'Lawes 
of this Kingdome, and the dury'6f good ſubjes;to'con- 
ciirte with our friendsatid followers in quier manner, and 
in armies , as we ſhall be required 'of His 'Majeſtie,, his 
"Councell, 6r,any baving his aithoritie. 'We know, that 
-he who'wilfully tranſgreſſeth one. Article of the” Cove- 
-nant, it being copulative, is by interprerarion guiltie of all. 
"Andtherefore under the greateſt paines expreſfer{in the 
"Covenaiit, wereſolye for our ſelyes, all the dayes of our 
lives, and doe exh6trall others"rothiat ary ay» 
ave 
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Fralty, beratſethe clauſe of the Supptication 
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have fore and fbloribedios rm tothe 
jeſtie : But we deſire ro know-of the Petitioners, art 
£0 ready atthis timezo-make their own conchuſions. out of 
che Covenant , which was never imended byar; 1067 

 uponatthefirſt or laſt timearthe ſwearing and 


ſubforibing thereof, RN —__ 
ver tookthe Covenant/jrveheiemourh;bur inchis one Au: 
ticle: Arethey not bound by rheirCovenant,andtheſame 
clauſe ot the REY] cxed'by chem, rotheir mutual 


todtand;with theirmeans: &'lives;totheidefencerhereot, 
+n'the doQrineand diſciphne oÞthe Kirk obScorland:/-and 
to live godly,ſoberly,8 righteoutly in chispreſent world? 
True Conlcence -of duty and fincerity in keeping the 
"Covenant; will makethe:obedience univorſatl, 'Secand- 
1y,ifeeing the Petitioners would only haveuniticn Reli- 
pion , and uniformitiein' Kirk-Government-advancedb 
Chriſtian wiſhes and fair meanes ,-and yet anfinugs 
theiroffer by armes (to-Uecide the! municipatl debates.of 
England , anent Ciwillmarters, -while the Cigill/and'Ec- 
<clefiaftick Jutlieatories , and the reſt of :xhis\Kirkiangd 
Kingdome are(defifingan Aﬀemnbly anda Parliament, 
to corifider their-ineoreſbanid daty, andco-commriburetheir 
-beſt endeavours (-in what is above the-power of-their 
/Commiſſioners Yto further this unitie-of Religionjangire- 
move theſe diſtractions inEngland; weak ,whother they 
preſume thar they alone keeptheCovenant, and woald 
'renderunto Chriſt which?is Ohrifts , ant-unto Cefar 
which is Ceſars , and thatallothers are Covenant-brea- 
'kers ? "Thirdly, do they-not know-that the Covenantiwas 
-fubſeribet in the -years ,-15$1. and 1591. 'before'King 
Fames was King ot England-? and 'ithat-in -the particalar 
"Heads and'Articles;/ it iS qualifiedby-exprefſelimmations 
ant} reſtriQions torthis Kirk and \Kinatlome ;torbe Religion, 
| B 3 ' Lawes 
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be extended to municipall debates, and to the Lawes 
and Liberties of England, unto which we are ſtrangers, 
then the Kingdome of England: can judge of our Lawes, 
and determine ourdifferences , the two:Kingdomes being 
ſtill independent,&not ſubordinate one to anotherbur pa- 
xallell , whichis morearlarge- expreſſed in the beginning 

. ofthe treaty of Peace : Nor is the ſending of our Forces 
into Ireland a neceſſary duty of our Covenant , but a vo- 
lJuntary teſtimony of our liigh reſpe&s to our King,and of 
ourbrotherly kindnefle tothe Kingdome of England , as 
was expreſſed” by the eſtates in the laſt 'Parliamenr. 
Fourthly,do not the Petitioners obſerve the limitations 
exprefly contained in the words cited by themſelyes, 
according te the Lawes af this Kingdome and dity of good Sub- 
Jjeds: which-ſome of them-may remember was.interpre- 
red inthe Aſſembly , as it-it had been ſaid within this 
Kingdome; nor was there ever any law of this Kingdome 
_of further extent : A lawand Treaty there is , we know, 
forbidding it. Fifthly, may they. not learne from: the 
/printed Letter, that the Kings Majeſtie expreſſeth not his 
confidetive of aſſiſtance from Scotland,,upon any ground 
or article of the Covenant., which His:Majeſtie knoweth 
'to be ſo obligatory amongſt us, but from the obedience, 
. dutyandaffetion of His Subjects of Scotland , without 
any mention of our-Covenant-* But ſuch is the ſyperero- 


|, vo of ſome ofthe Petitioners above what His Maje-- 


Nie requires;that they will put a tye of the Covenant upon 

- us, where. G O D- and the King hath left us free. Thus 

-have:we-related the interpretation of the Covenant made 

-bythe Adembly; andvindicate that clauſe of the Coye- 
»nant+; which is {0 far perverted by this Petition, 

' -:-» The: Peritioners: hearingthat their Petition had' given 

_ offence tothe Commithioners of the Afſembly , and thar 

A | we 
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tionandcenſuring thereof,did 
_ dire& foure of their number with another Petirion 'ro 
| give ſatisfaction to theexceptionsthat might be raken a- 
gainſt them,as 15 contained in their Remonſtrance which 
| they exhibite for that end { Bur, when inacalme andiqui- 
» | et conference, all the particular reaſons above-wrirten, 
were repreſented unto them , and all means ufe{to move - 
chem to part-from their Petition,they could not be indu-. 
ced,neither in the name of others that. had ſent chem, nor | 
for themſelves, to acknowledge theſmalleſt errourei- Th. 
ther in the matter of their Petition; or: inthermanner-of 
their petitioning /z only they made offer to joyn' with'us 
the Commiſſioners ot the Aſſembly. in a new Petition 
for Unitie ot Religion, and gave ſuch gloſſes and interpre- 
tations upon the clauſes. of their Petition! , ' which were 
moſt excepted againit, as could-neither confift with'the 
words nor ſcope of the contrivers and authors; And w, 
«| * theretore being deſired and earneſtly.dealt with,they not - 73 
only refuſed to declare under their hands that no.other nw 
thing was meant in the Petition, thenthey had by word 
expreſſed , bur alſo did ſhun to allow:or permit us, the 
Commitſlioners of the Aflewbly.,, to declare-fomuch in 
their names ,as was contained in their own/verbalt expreſ- 
ſions , intending<hat the Petition ſhould go through this 4 
and the neighbouring Kingdomesifor the ends for which 4} 
it was deviſed,and-eſpecially into. Fnghand;for fraftratine” T4 
all that hath been done: , -0r1s'now in.doing'by this Kirk 
and Kingdome , out of their pious intention}, and'by their 
publick endeavours tor unitie of Religion., and the peace 
of the two Kingdomes. :: And inthe meantime thatno- 


thing ſhould be extant trom-themi or their confeſhons and Ne 
In thiscaſe we judge it neceſſary , and findejr.incum- PEN 
bent-to us to emit this-Yeclaration. , for vindicating our $i 
XL | preſent a 
| ok a ay 
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if elem errour; & 

Heviti of their petirion;as likewiſea canſe 

fe ann and donbeing to others ' who! ſhall read of 

| hear of4i cha Petition. ,efpecially to thoſe,who through 

F arent able toprove things that are 

ecaftly: deceived by their pietexts and 

-. —avcoonaneh We are nor ignvtuntthat Ns Petition 

os, much refle& upon the Parliament, Privy Coun 

5 the Conſervarors' of Peace, but this we leave 

ro:the wiſeconſideration' of theſe civill Judicatories; as 

1 tha!l findechemſelves/ concerned: we have contained 

ſelves within.our proper Spheate , not daring to'ne- 

glen own-dity ,- white wee forbeare to meddle with 
h pertaines ro others. 

2 "Tho Ptcitionets are notall:oFone kinde and diſpoſiti- 

otvof hear >bucare unequally yoked againſt the Work of 

- God: Sorhe:oFrhem are'known , and fome of them have 

-* beenconiceived'ro be Mulignants and Incendiaries from 

-_* _thebeginning: bur God forbid that they ſhould now by 

;*. .  - oppoſing Et Religion and Peace, proveenetniesto 


_ alt Relig | veel ; wr bu des 
chough | this time paſt they have been 
© tyin ſee ok, hon there matonnety mi - 
app aril beoblerrod ther they who wete of 
© - atdiftadiceathongſt themſetves,are now at aroententhind 
. 2M that Jike Sam wr fog .. they turn taile to taile with fire« 
"I ids sinrhemialt.ro burn up he haobandicof G O D, 
todds 5 Shifveſt.” Jt''cannor 


” " power, chooſe bur | | 
*  andcaaſcof God. Aydtherefore iris very neceſi 
ſich men take heed unto chemſelves,leſt by their fulneſfe 
ofall (nbclerie and mifchief, andtheir nor ceafing ro pet-* 
vert the right wayes of the Lord , they bee foradro'bee 
fighting againſt. God: , which will prove; birremeſle in 
che end : Others rhere be who have joyned in rhis Peti-_ 
tion. ( ts judge charirably.) norfrom oppoſition to the 
unitic of Religion,they having done and ſuffered fo much, 
and hazarded all for rhe Reformarion of Religion at 
home , bur partly. our of unwillingneſfe ro. refuſe ot” 
diſpleafe their friends to whom they ate obliged by nitu- 
rall or other particular bands , and partly. by.reaforot the 
ſpecious pretences.n the Petition , not conſidering the 
bad intentions of the contrivers , or the dangerous im- 
portance and conſequence ot the Petition it ſelt: Ler ſuch 
men, to whom the Commiſſioners of the Aſſembly wiſh 
all true happineſſe,ſerioufly think as well upon the condi- 
tion of the work , and the quality of the company with 
whom they joyne ,as upon their own intentions, leſt they 
wrong boththemlſelves , and the cauſe of God, contrary 
zothetrdeftres,and morethenthey areawareof, and ter” 
them remember how dangerous it is to walke in the. 
counſell of the ungodly , for their ſoules to come into 
their ſecret,and their gloryto bejoyned with their Aſſem- 
bly.If counſell be like the principall agent, conſent is like.” 
the inſkrument ; andto be inſtruments of , or accefforie 
unto the hinderance of the intended , and ſo much defired 
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1 hears ell Godroach that by tis! 
fecrerly ot openly oppoſetherrith 


unitie of Religion , which- maketh ſo fair a way for the © ©. 24 


Kingdome of Chriſt through the Earth' , how great'a 

ſin is it? and how great a ſorrow ſhall it be 2 n 

All this we have thought Good ro expreſle corel 
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ONSA So we hope ' . | 


edly_, that no ſuch courſes ,-nor counſells ſhall pro- 
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| courle of the'Goſpel,or to the ſuppreſſion of Religion 
- and Reformarion,and that God Almighty ſhall againſt all 


* "deſtruction of Antichriſt , to the firme Peace and ; 
- - * happy Union of all His Majeſties Domini- | ! 
ons inReligion , and to His Majeſties 
Honour and Happinefle: Whom 
GOD preſerve to raign t 
long and proſpe- 
rouſly over us. 


",% * 


At Edinburgh the eighteenth day of 
Fanuary, 16 43. 


{ hat e (ommiſsioners appointed by the Kings Majeſtic, 
and his Parliament of Scotland , for conſerving the 
Articles of the Treaty, Doe finde that the Petition given in to 
his eMajeſties Privie Councell by ſome Noblemen and Gentle- 
men upon the 10.0f this moneth, doth tend to the hinderance of 
their proceedirigs and endeavours inthis publick Work commit- 
ted to them by the Kings Majeſty, and Parliament: And that 
it is prejudiciall to the authority of this Commiſsjon , the (ame 
being in oppoſition of what was that day recommended by the 
ſaids Commiſsioners to the Councell, And ordaine this AGF 
to be publiſhed for ſtopping all farther progreſſe of that or other 
Petitions of that kinde, And that it be printed with the Decla- 
ration of the Commiſsioners of the Generall Aſſembly made here- 


anent. 
Sic ſubſcribitur 


Arch,Primeroſe Cer. Commiſſ. 
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